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Synopsis

America The Story of Us is a groundbreaking series that brings to life the epic story of our nation in
a new way for a new generation. The companion book, America The Story of Us is a history that is
at once penetrating and lively, elegant and authoritative; great for serious reading as it is for casual
skimming. America The Story of Us brings to life the vast forces that shaped this remarkable country
and the ways in which revolutions in technology and transportation altered the way Americans lived,
made money, and fought one another. Explored in these pages is the struggle between settlers and
Native Americans; the epic conflict of slavery, from cotton gin to Civil War; the creation of the
transcontinental railroad alongside the thundering herds of buffalo across the West; and how
American ingenuity and determination both carried us through the Great Depression and won the
Second World War. Beginning with Jamestown and Plymouth Bay, the first successful British
colonies on the mainland, the book highlights the landmark moments in political, social, economic,
and military history, from the prototypical entrepreneur John Rolfe and his tobacco seeds to Barack
Obama and the seeds of change, from the Model T to the moon landing. Written by novelist,
historian, and journalist Kevin Baker (a key contributor to The American Century, by Harold Evans),
the narrative shares the TV series- eye for the dramatic moment in U.S. history-there is danger,
action, struggle-while adding new layers of detail and nuance. America The Story of Us is decisive
and essential, the story of the country that every family will want to own.Foreword by President
ObamaA stunning companion piece for the most anticipated HISTORY broadcast of all time,
includes 412 heavily illustrated pages featuring over 300 full color images and layers of information
including &#147;charticles,A¢a —A- graphics, photographs, and text. The adventure that became a
nation &#150; the complete history of the US has not been told for 40 years.AMERICA the Story of
Us is an exuberant, unprecedented look at the invention of America focusing on how events small
and large are intrinsically linked to the exploration and innovation, leading us from the frontier to
21st century cities, from the Mississippi to the moon, from Jamestown to 9/11 up to present day.
Moving though time and space linking key events, people and locations, capturing the vast sweep of
American history&#151; bringing viewers on a journey through the forces that shaped the destiny of

America.
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Customer Reviews

Ever since its first settlers came for freedom and wealth, America has always boasted a
rambunctious, idiosyncratic population. In this poppy illustrated history, historian Baker
even-handedly reveals how we gained independence, acquired vast territory, and made
monumental industrial and technological advances while overcoming tragedies of war, civil and
labor unrest, economic depression, and other grand challenges. Baker doesn’t shy away from the
darker corners of American history, and the origins and expansion of the slave trade, brutality
towards Native Americans, and exploitation of land for profit are all covered here. As produced by
the A&E network, this is a glossy, highly-accessible survey of the great American experiment from
1497 to today, full of eye-catching photography, charts, maps, highlighted text, and historical
documents (there’s not a single page free of some graphic element). If every history text was as
lively as America, everyone would know our story. lllus. (Sept.) (c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights

reserved.

&#147;The most in-depth series theyA¢a -a,¢ve ever produced HISTORYA¢a -a,¢S
history.A¢a -A«8#151; THE NEW YORK POST &#147;Visually thrilling.A¢a —A« &#151; THE NEW
YORK TIMES

The concept of the ebook is great except that the description specifically said it has audio and video
and is for the Kindle. | have tried it on my Kindle Fire and 3G and both times | am told my device

does not support the video or audio. Am | missing something here?

Surprised by the quality of the book. Excellent deal for the money. Much more informative and



better treatment of American history than other illustrated history books that | have seen or
purchased in the past. Well written and great illustrations. Not an exhaustive textbook, but pleasant
read about the most important events and developments. The book that | received from this seller

was flawless.

| appreciated the summary of our colonial history, and it was well written and interesting. | have
studied this topic a lot and still learned a couple new things. However, one of the features | was
looking forward to using on my Fire was the enhanced books like this that include video, but none of
the vids worked so that was disappointing. Honestly, | could find a more thorough history to just
read if | was not hoping to use that feature. | thought the series would be good to share with the kids

studying American History. Not sure if | will read the other 2 volumes though.

Unfortunately, yet again fails to let their product have the content first. | love my Kindle Fire, but the

video only works on apple products. Come on , get it together.

Perhaps | was expecting too much, and maybe this formula isn’t conducive to the more in depth
coverage | was hoping for. It left off almost the entirety of the period between the initial Plymouth
colonization and the revolutionary war. No mention at all of the French and Indian Wars that we
were very much a part of.| haven’t gone through it far enough to give an accurate assessment of the
whole, but so far it seems to me to be the type of glossed over history so prevalent in school
curriculums today. School kids get this "Shining City on the Hill" perspective without ever learning
about the darker sides of our culture. If you aren’t taught those things at a younger age, you will
never learn to recognize them and correct them in the future.lt is done in a nice format though. Just

wish it were a little grittier.

| was looking for book of American History that would be easy to read . Score!!! | love it! Perfect

choice of mine!

This is a great series that should ignite a desire for learning in adults and young adults alike. The
story moved at a great pace and included some key points in America’s history. | love history
books/videos and thought this was a good overview of information, plenty to spark an interest to
research and learn more. | have been impressed with many History Channel projects, including The

Men Who Build America. Great stuff.



This book was a free download and what | am currently reading on my Kindle. Fascinating, so far it
seems to be historically accurate. | am hoping my students will be interested in reading it on my

kindles!
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